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was included 1n the mvatation. The government at onge
forbade the banquet, and announced that 1t would take
steps to prevent it by force The 22nd was the appowted
day There were crowds 1n the streets, uneasy hut plir-
poseless crowds wluch thronged past the Madelewe,
crossed that great central scene of s0 much bloodsheddmg
which Parisiuns have named the Place of Concord, and
80 over the Pont Royale to the Chamber of Deputies.
Theie they were dispersed without loss of hfe by 4
regiment of diagoons De Tocqueville dined that mght
with o fellow-deputy Twenty places wete lud, but only
five guests sat down to dinner The five, he says, were
“ pensive.” On his way home he may have noticed the
dastant flicker of the flames in which street-uiching wete
buining some of the benches m the Champs Elysées
Lamartine, at least, observed them thoughtfully

At dawn, on the 23rd, troops occupiled the princpal
posts of vantage 1n Pars, and there awated events,
extremely cold and uncomfortable Few people were to
be seen about, only an occasional burst of distant firng
echoed mysteriously from the labyrinth of streets m the
neighbourhood of the Hotel de Ville In the evemng,
however, a laige crowd encountered a regiment of the
line before the Ministiy of Foreign Aftairs, was fired on
by some misunderstanding, and took to 1ts heels, leaving
& number of dead Later that might the corpses were
placed on a bier and borne processionally by torchlight
through the streets  The government 1s massacring
the people,” sobbed de Tocqueville’s cook next mornng
And through the mght armed men went from house to
house, barmicades were hastily put up, and the church
bells rang to summon Pamns to further insurrection
Lows Phihppe could hear them distinctly from the
Tuwleries. During that night he nvited Thuers, leader of
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the opposition, to form a government The Reform-
rebellion was over. Harly in the morning of the twenty-
fourth he lay down for a few hours, fully dressed. He
could hear, where he lay, the confused murmur of con-
versation among his counsellors mn an adjacent room, and
beyond 1t the sounds of a distant but recurrent fusllade

There had been an odd effect of disciphine about the
two columns which were the nucleus of the crowd which
had got itself *‘ magsacred ” this might of the twenty-
third They had seemed to be i no doubt about their
objects or thewr route, these men, and to recognise
officers from whom they recerved orders, and at least
once a purposeful hitle band had detached itself from
the main column and disappeared unostentatiously down
a side street upon an unknown mission

This nucleus was drawn, no doubt, from the secret
societies which, m imcreasing numbers since 1830, had
been giving shelter to 1llegal opimons Lows Blanc gives
an interesting picture, 1n the introduction to the Hesioire
de duvz ans, of the French Carbonar under the Restoration
drilling on straw in empty houses The Drouts de I’ homme,
the Famalle, the Sassons—all preserved the republican
and revolutionary traditions, and, as we have seen, to
these since 1830 had been adding 1tself the new revolu-
tionary economic gospel The secret societies were often
divided 1nto sections of twenty members, each with an
officer and under-officer. (Thus, fo1 example, the Drouts
de Uhomme ) And hence no doubt the all but mihtary
diserpline 1n portions of the crowds of 1848 All these
socleties, t00, had had experience in one or other of the
insurrections of 1832, 1834, and 1839. But 1t must be
recognised that 1t was these societies which were created
by the requrements of forbidden 1evolutionary opimion,
not the opinion which was created by the societies. Nor
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must the importance of the secret societie
merely Pariman Revolution be exaggerated
who was 1n as good a position as anyor
their influence, observed that *“ the very
which can be produced by a conspirato
fluential only when they serve a general
existing passion . In the modern !
all-powerful consprrator 1s public oprmon
This insurrection of the twenty-seconc
third had been the work of the party of
Guazot had been 1ts rallying-cry It had b
and there had even been illuminations .
second insurrection developed out of it
twenty-fourth The troops proved relucte
offensive againstit, and Thiers ordered the
on the Tuleries and sent his colleagu
announce to the crowds the concessions
the king. He himself within a few ho
shnking homewards wncognito and by d
shaken by hysterical sobs, muttering n
himself and incontinently turning tail at
of a crowd—even ot street-urchins The
original home of the house of Orleans, wa
pillaged Lowmes Philippe, attempting
enthusiasm of the National Guard, was
chilling mdifference, lost heart and abdic
of the Comte de Parig, his grandson. Tha
crowd destroyed the throne in the Tuileries
of Deputies, which had proclaimed the
king and his mother regent, was invaded

1 For Mrs Webster all revolutzons a&nd revolutionary op
menufsotured by secret societies, and even within
the members are mostly * dupes " of highly mys
propagate revelutionary opimon among them as o
ulterior end, which 13 vaguely deacribed as ** the destru
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was proclamed and the republican members of the
Chamber announced amidst uproar the members of a
provisional government selected by the staff of the
National Guard. These made their way across the tumult
of Pams to the Hotel de Ville, where they had to effect
a sorb of coalition with the government already selected
by the Reforme.

On the twenty-sixth the Provismional Coalition Govern-
ment proclaimed the Repubhic Once more France was
to recerve a Revolution ready made from Pans. The
Provisional Government had indeed some misgivings in
this matter, 1ts first draft of the proclamation stated
that nesther the people of Parws nor the Proviswnal
Government pretend to substitute thewr opunmwon for the
opunon of the cutveens, who will be consulted as to the final
Jform of the Government Lamartine asserts that in one of
his many addresses to the mob in the streets at this time,
speaking of the proposed Republic, he said, ** We have
only one right, that of proclaiming our own will,
ag the people of Paris leaving to the country and
ita thirty-s1x millions who are not present and have the
same right as ourselves the expiession of their
sovereign will by means of umversal sufhage the
one foundation of any national repubhe.” The people
shouted 1n reply, ““ Yes, yes France 18 not here Pars
is the head, but Paris must guide, and not tyranmse over,
the body * Thus remote was the populace for the moment
from the Jacobin view of the relation of Pams to France
A later draft of the proclamation was less apologetic
The Prowsional Government wnlls the Republe, under con-
dition of approval by the people, who wnll be ymmediately
consulted And in the final announcement of the 26th
the Provisional Government appeared to have overcome
s seruples  In the name of the French people, Monarchy,
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under every form, 15 abolished without possibilaty of return
Without possibility of return! Thus had the men of
1789 abolhished the Bourbon monarchy and the restored
Bourhon monarchy the empire of Napoleon.

The Provisional Government had now achieved the
only task on which 1t was agreed It had no recogmsable
mandate, no istruments save what 1t could improvise
and no authority save what 1t could usurp And from
now onwards 1L carried disruption wm 1ts heart

The third, last, and longest phase of the Revolution 1s
occupied by the conflict between the warrmg principles
within the Provisional and Coalition Government The
18sue between them 13 clear The Republicans of the old
Revolution (Lamartine and five others) were for the
Repubhe, the democracy of umversal suffiage and no
more The new revolutionaries (l.ows Blane, Albert,
Flocon) were for carrying out the turther, econommue
Revolution, without warting for the vercdict of the nation
The mstincts of Jacobimsm were 1eviving rapidly indeed.
And at the moment the new revolutionaries wielded the
same formidable weapon as the men of 1793, an armed
bady of supporters 1n the streets, o1gamsed, not now 1n
the Jacobin clubs, but 1n the Société républicaine centrale
of Blanqu and the Club de la Révolutwon of Barhés For
some days no soldiers, no police were to be seen about
the streets ,  the people alone caried arms, kept watch
over public places, was on guard, 1ssued orders, and
awarded pumshments ”

But m spite of this resumption of tradition there 1s a
new and quite unmstakable tang ot modermty about
this Revolution 'Thus de Tocqueville observed “ a very
geneial offort to placate the new master Great land-
owners liked to recall that they had always been hostile
to the bourgeois class and favourable to the people and
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the bourgeois themselves 1emembered with a certain
pride how their fathers had been workmen, and when,
owing to the inevitable obscunty of genealogies, they
could not trace themselves back to a workman who had
actually worked with his hands, they would at least
attempt to descend from a ne’er-do-well who had made
his forbune for himself In fact the desire for the pubheity
of such details was as great as a hittle while ago 1 would
bave been for then concealment” And “just now
everyone did his best to make what he could out of any
black sheep the famly possessed Any cousin, or brother
or son one mght be lucky enough to own who had ruined
himself by his excesses was well on the way to succeed ,
while 1f he had contrived to win notorety by some extra-
vagant theory or other there was no height to which he
might not aspire  The majority of the commissaries and
aub-commussaries of the government were persons of thia
sort ” The Duc de Broglie, poor gentleman, daily ex-
pected the collapse of ervilisation

The clubs began to establish their dictatorship at once.
Even on February 25th an armed workman, spokesman
of an 1mmense crowd, demanded the right o worl. (drout
au travanl), Lows Blane’s phrase Next day the establish-
ment of national workshops was decreed

On Febiuary 28th another organised demonstration
demanded a Mistry ot Progress It carized banners on
which wete the words Organisation du travail, & phiase
agan of Lows Blanc’s, and Lowis Blanc himself supported
the demand, and succeeded 1n persuading the govern-
ment to create a Workers’ Commusston Lows Blanc and
Albert took up their quarters in the Luxemburg, whither
they summoned representatives of various trades. And
there this Commussion decreed the 1eduction of the
working day from eleven to ten hours in Paris, trom
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twelve to cleven m the provinces. Such were the no
very formudable fist-frwts of Lows Blanc’s “ penlons
chimera ” The employers, however, pad remarkably
httle attention to the modest mamfesto, and the
Luxemburg Commmssion, which was permitted nerther
authority nor money, could scarcely enforce 1t.

For the thind time, on March 17th, the clubs orgamsed
a journée , this time to exact the postponement for g
fortnight of the election of the Assembly which wag to
supersede the Provisional Government In this singularly
short interval the country was to be converted to
soclalism, For the third tune, and the last, the clubs
were successful, On this occasion Blanqu (director of
the Société 1épublicaine centrale) was spokesman “ His
gpeech amounted,” says Lamartine, “ to a demand for
the 1mphicit obedience of the government to the dictator-
ship of the mob as expressed by the clubs” For
Jacobimem, 1n fact

On Apnl 16th there was yet another effort, and it
failed : the bourgeois members of the National Guard
lined up before the Hotel de Ville with cries of “ Down
with the commumsts ! The clubs had more than half
Panis agamnst them and the whole of France.

Meanwhile the goveinment was experimenting with
“ national workshops ” These were not orgamsed by
Lows Blane, neither did they resemble the “ social work-
shops ” suggested in L'Orgamsatron du Traverd The
members did not work at theirr own craft, but were
regimented mto brigades which were set to level the
Champs de Mars at two francs a day (and, later, one
frane when there was no work), a system 1mnous to the
exchequer and humihating to the worker Unemploy-
ment growing continually, the numbers 1n the atelers
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nationauz rose from 6,000 1n March to 100,000 i May ;
many of them were arfists, actors, men of letters, clerks
and the like The government, which was responsible for
their distress, was in fact distributing charitable relef
under a not very convincing disguse The atelers
natwnauz, thinks Lamartine, were a guarantee against
disorder and soctalism. “ They counterbalanced,” he
says, < the Luxemburg commssion and the clubs, and
on several occasions saved Paris, though Paris did not
know ” They became * seditious ”’ themselves only with
the arrival of the Assembly 1n Pars and 1ts plan for their
own dissolution Clearly this was an expedient, not a
system , and clearly the ateliers nationauz (where, what-
ever thewr own skilled craft, men worked all together at
the same unskilled labour) were notably unhke the
atehers socrauz of Lowms Blane, to whom a remarkable
historical perversion has sometimes attributed them
“ Directed and controlled by leaders who shared the
secret views of the anti-sociahist members of the govern-
ment;,” says Lamartine of the experiment of 1848, ** they
were mstinet with the spirit of Loms Blane’s adver-
sartes ” The failures of 1848 are no reflection upon
socialist theory, for the sociahists were never 1n control
even of the Provisional Government, and with the advent
of the Constituent Assembly elected by umversal suffrage
they became impotent

The Assembly met on May 4¢th Umversal suffrage had
given an overwhelming majority to the possessing classes,
and 1n an overwhelming majonty the Assembly approved
the anti-sociahst Republic Ouly one or two of the new
revolutionatles sat in the Assembly, and the executive
commussion of five which 1t appointed and which was to
name the mimsters was hostile to them. The clubs
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remmned the stronghold of the new Revolution, Ij Wwas
clear that there would soon be conflict once again, ang
perhaps mortal conflict, between this Paris of the clubg
and Fiance In 1793 we saw Pans dictatress of a power-
less and not very 1esentful France In 1830 too, although
a group of provincial deputies speedily assumed contyol
of 1%, the Revolution was Parns-made But i 1848
France was becoming consclously restive beneath the
yoke of her feverish capital.

De Tocquewille, m his provinaal constituency, at the
time of the elections for the Constituent Assembly of
1848, observed this new impatience at close quarters
““ For the first tame,” he says, *“ Pars mspired umversa)
hatied as well as wmversal terror In France the attitude
of the provincials towards Paxis and the central authority
of which 1t 18 the seat 13 very much like that of the
English towards their aristocracy, which they view some-
times with 1mpatience and often with jealousy, but which
1n their hearts they love because they always hope to
employ its privileges for thewr own ends Now, however,
Pa1is and those who spoke 1n her name had so misused
their power and seemed to take the rest of the country
into so little account, that the idea of shaking off the
yoke and at last aclueving independence piesented 1itself
to many minds which had never dreamt of such a thing
before ”

And 1n 1848 France was an altogether more formidable
nival than1n 1793 or 1830 The extensmon of the telegraph
was beginning to make her gware The violent decisions
of Pars no longer came to her belated and nreparable .
she was growing into an orgame and self-conscious whole
But if the telegraph had given her consciousness, the
more recent development of the railway had given her
power The deputies who upheld her majesty would no
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longer be left defenceless to the street insurrections of
Paris When de Tocquewille set out for Pans Ius
constituents bade him farewell with tears in their eyes,
“ for 1t was geneially believed 1n the provinces that the
deputies would be exposed to great danger mn Pans, and
several of the good folk smd to me, ‘ If the National
Assembly 1s attacked we will come and defend you’”

And lastly, besides being more conscious and more
formidable, the provinces had 1n 1848 a very particular
quarrel with then capital As we have seen, in Paris in
1848 a violent minority once more attempted to 1mpose
1ts will upon the country, and this will was not, as mn
1793, the national will fo1 victory concentrated in a class
but the will of a class for1ts own advancement Thas class,
as we saw, found no place 1n a society which had been
remoulded and had hardened into 1ts new shape before
the existence i 1t of 8 new element had been suspected.
Not participating 1n the legacy of the Revolution of 1789,
that class desired a Revolution of 1ts own, the economic
Revolution of the Have-nots aganst the Haves of the
excluded, against the hewrs, of 1789. Unfortunately for
the new revolutionaries the land settlement of the old
Revolution, by parcelling out the soil of France in infimte
sub-division, had included among the possessing class
the vast majority of the nation; and though these
peasants owned little, those who own least are usually
the most tenacious of their propeity Hence the siuster
news of the designs upon property did not, ke Enghsh
Chartism, alarm the middle classes only, but umted
provincial France mn one compact brotherhood against
the half of Paris Here and there 1n the towns the mndus-
trial workers espoused the new Revolution But France
outside her cities was of one mind . 1 face of the threat
to property all classes and parties drew instinctively
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together “ Property . . had become a sort of hrothey-
hood., Rich .. and poor . . all held themselveg
brothers and all were equally concerned to defend the
common heritage.” Such was the mind of provingal
France on May 4th at the time of the meeting of the
National Constituent Assembly, to which 1t had returned
8o great a majority agamst the new Revolution. In less
than two months 1t was to be at death grips with the
new principle in the streets of Pans.

Durmg those few intervening weeks Pans saw agam
the tactics of Jacobmsm It was argued deily i the
clubs, notes de Tocqueville, that “ the people 18 always
supertor to 1ts delegates, and never completely resigns
1ts will into their hands. A principle true enough, from
which, however, was drawn the false consequence that
the workmen of Paris were the people of France.” This
was the principle put mto practice upon May 15th, when
an mmmense crowd invaded the Assembly, and amdst
uproar and confusion declared the Assembly dissolved
and proclaimed a Socialist Provisional Government. The
National Guard arrived not a moment too soon and dis-
persed the demonstrators in inglorious fight De Toeque-
ville’s recollections of the whole amazing scene should be
studied carefully by anyone interested in the psychology
of crowds

Six days later was held a Feast of Concord, a mam-
festation of fratermty at which three hundred thousand
armed men, carryng the rifles with which they were to
shoot each other down next month, defiled past a plat-
form on which were seated the members of the National
Assembly each with a pstol, a hfe-preserver, or a dagger
concealed about his person The offic1al programme en-

jomed “ fraternal confusion,” and the confusion at least
was unmstakable



THE REVOLUTION OF 1848 145

By now civil war was in the air Sooner or later Haves
and Have-nots must come to grips And mevitably 1t
was upon the aleliers natwonaus that the 1ssue was
jomed The Assembly was determined to dissolve this
vast camp of over a hundred thousand armed and
discontented workmen These were still employed,
humiliatingly and unproductively, upon levellng the
Champ de Mars “ It 18 not our will to work that 1s
lacking,” they protested, *“ but useful work smited to our
callings ”’; and they refused to disband. Fighting began
on June 24th. The workmen fought without leaders, but
with the utmost resolution Never before or since have
they struggled with such good hope For a vietory n
Pans might give them France, and the sociahst theories
bemng n their heyday stall 1t seemed to them that victory
would be followed by the millenntum But the very
ferocity of the imswirection was fatal to 1t: for the
possessing classes could not help but reahise that either
1t must be crushed, or the society they knew destroyed.
And consequently they, too, left their houses and fought
desperately For both sides 1t was victory or slavery.

And for the first time France intervened. Already on
the 25th by every road not actually held by ingurgents,
the possessing classes, noble and peasant alike, were
pourng mto Pans. By the 26th they were coming from
five hundred miles away , and while the insurgents had
no reserves, the defence could draw upon the whole of
France. France had defeated Pars, and this defeat
profoundly modified the form taken by the revolutionary
1dea when 1t next emerged, n the Commune of 1871.
For the first time the whole was able to 1mpose 1ts will
upon the part: a fact of tremendous mgmficance,
Perhaps never agamn—conmder this—will a minorty
carry a revolutton to success, at least by way of

L
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insurrection, In this year a page 18 turned i the hustory
of revolutions, and concewably the last

In this conflict one bond had held together the defence.
one interest 1t shared in common—property  An ageé
kinsman of de Tocqueville’s refused to leave the fightim
“ What would these brave folk say 1f T left them ? " he
replied, pointing to hus heterogeneous comrades n arms,
 They know that I have much more to lose than they
if the msurrection triumphs ” By the 26th the victory
had been won Of the prigoners the majority were shot
out of hand or transported en masse withont trial In
less than six months Lows Napoleon was Prince President
of the Repubhe

The new and short-lived constibution of 1848 had
asgerted, together with the classic dogma of the separa-
tion of powers, that “all power emanates from the
people.” The legislature was an assembly of 750 elected
by umversal sufirage (for the first time the Revolution
was completely justifymg the Declaration of Rights of
1789), the executive was a President to hold office
for four years, choosing his own munisters Who was to
elect the President? If the Assembly, 1t would elect
Cavaignac But 1if the people ¢ Lamartine knew that
he would not be elected by the Assembly ‘‘ Let God and
the people pronounce,” he said * Something must be
left to Providence ” God and the people, he hoped,
would pronounce 1n favour of limself By December,
1848, however, the people at least had decided for a man
with unusually short legs and a face like a fish. Once
more the Revolution was about to hand itsel over to
a despot.

Tt is mstructive to note, 1n this matter of electing the
President, the completely divergent wills of the people
and their representatives, By orthodox theory the will



THE REVOLUTION OF 1848 147

of the Assembly was the will of France, and the Assembly
would have chosen Cavaignac Twice already, however,
m 1793 as well as 1n 1848, we have seen the Pars streets
claiming to speak for France: they would have chosen
Ledru-Rolin. And France did in fact choose Lows
Napoleon, TRach of the three ““ Frandes ” would have
spoken differently ~The truth 1s that the Assembly had
been elected for a definite purpose, to protect the prin-
oiple of property agamnst Pams, and, this duty once
discharged, 1ts will bore no relation to the will of 1ts
constrbuents. This was 1n Lows Napoleon’s mind when,
preluding despotism, he mvited 1its successor, the
Legislature, to “ associate 1iself with the national will of
which lus own election had been the expression.” This
Justification he had too for the appeal by plebiscite to
France Since, however, the plebiscite was preceded by
8 bloody and treacherous coup d’élat, and accompanied
by about ten thousand transportations, the justification
was morally of the slenderest.

Plebiserte accepted both the coup d’état of December,
1851, and the assumption of the imperial title a year
later (December, 1852) For a second time the Revolu-
tion of 1789 had surrendered to Ceesar  And 1n return
for what ? The fizst Empire, we have seen, while destroy-
1ng the form, proserved the substance of the first Revolu-
tion , and the second Empire too, while destroyimg the
form, undertook to preserve the essentials of the sub-
stance The distinction 1s that the first Napoleon was
needed to guarantee and protect the achievement of a
vast movement of the human spint in 1ts creative phase,
the second Napoleon came to defend in a movement
static now and not creative that part of 1ts aclievement
which 1t could not be cajoled mto bartermg away. The
first was a task for genius, the second for cunmng,
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But 1f Lowms Napoleon stood for the preservation of
the old Revolution he stood for the destruction of the
new In the eyes of the middle classes and peasants he
guaranteed property against the Rouges who, after the
disaster of 1848, were beheved to be plotting a second
namg for 1852. Once more Empire was welcomed
because 1t promised Order And if the name Napoleon
spelt Order 1t spelt Glory too  Of the hundreds of
thousands of peasants who voted for that name not a
few supposed themselves to be voting for the “ Little
Corporal ” himself After more than three decades in
whach to weary of weakness and humihation, France was
heartsick for the Napoleome touch Glory, as we saw,
had been the one desire common to all paities in the
Revolution of 1848 + Order had become an even more
urgent need m face of the threat of the new revolution-
aries to society as constibuted by the old In return for
security for these two chief elements 1n the substance of
the old revolution, France was prepared to forego the
third, Equality, and, a Dittle less readily, since the loss
was more apparent and immediate, the form, the
Republic Thusit was the New Revolution which yielded
to Louis Napoleon, and this was the element in the
Revolution of 1848 which failed, The old Revolution
welcomed him as protector of its tradition, and the
Revolution of 1848 1 8o far as 1t desired no more than
Glory, and then Order, may be said to have succeeded.
And thus Napoleon the third, ike Napoleon the first,
was demanded by the needs of a Revolution, he was
less urgently demanded, less the mevitable, because the
forces which called for him were spent.

The nature then of the appeal of Bonapartism was
constant But 1t 19 nteresting to note that nerther the
first Napoleon nor is nephew had foreseen that thwe
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would be so The uncle had employed the unwonted
leisure of St. Helena 1n remoulding the tradition, 1n the
interests of the hoped-for successor, nearer what he
supposed to be the heart’s desire of France. For France
m 1815 mught easily be mistaken for a country weary of
the ngours of Order and the perils of Glory , (he was an
indifferent psychologist) ; and the nephew did his best
to perpetuate the revised tradition m his Des Idées
Napoléomennes, published 1n 1839 It was asserted by
this carefully considered reinterpretation that the
Empire was always to have become Liberal, as, by force
of eirecumstance, 1t had shown some signs of becoming
m the Acte Additronel of the Hundred Days, when France
was to have been educated up to freedom if Waterloo
had not mtervened The Empire stood in fact for
Liberty and not for Order Also that only England had
frustrated Napoleon’s real desire for peace and a Umted
States of Europe The Empire meant not Glory but
umversal peace It1sinteresting, in view of this laborious
perversion of the truth, to reflect that 1t was quite
unnecessary, smnce although in 1851 France accepted
Napoleon III because his “ name was a programme 1
itself,” what hypnotised her was, as we have seen,
precisely the legend in 1its orignal, unaltered version.
Glory and Order ! Such were the demands of all France
save the Socialists. Could Lows Napoleon satisfy them ?
Upon the answer to that question depended the fortunes
of the revolutionary idea. For the mew Revolution,
unltke that of 1789, was not powerful enough by 1tself
to destroy a government It could but hope to rush in
once more, a3 1n 1848, to fill the void when government
had been overthrown by other and more widely dis-
semuinated discontents



CHAPTER VIII

THE LAST REVOLUTION
(1852-1871)

A H1370RY of the fortunes of the revolutionaty 1dea in
1848, as before 1830, would n 1tself be all but the
political lustory of France But after 1851 the Revolu-
tion 18 once more driven underground, and 1ts history,
where 1t has one, becomes once more infimtely remote
from that of France

The official politieal hustory of France 18 soon told.
France was frozen by a despotism, which she tolerated
for a while i the knowledge that the despot would pro-
tect Property and the hope that he would achieve Glory.
Perhaps 1n 1856, when Pars, for the Congress after the
Crimean War, was once more the pohticel capital of
Europe, 1t seemed for a brief moment as 1f Glory might
have returned to stay If Glory had returned, the
Empire mght be ruling France to-day . there 18 scarcely
any price France would not pay for Glory But by 1867
the last tragic act of the Mexican trag-comedy had made
1t clear that Glory could never agam be hoped for from
the dull-eyed mnvalid i the Twleries. The increasmgly
representative mstitutions of the liberalising Empire of
1869 were an attempt to share the 1esponsthilities of
dishonour with a nation which would have been mvited

150
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to an exceedingly small part in the credit for Glory. And
m 1870 the second Empire was swept neck and crop,
jron and pasteboard alike, into the gulf of Sedan If any
two errors in particular can be said to have been the
destruction of a system which was pasteboard from the
first these were errors of foreign policy, both of them ;
the 1lluston of nationahity, which permutted and 1ndeed
abetted the growth of powerful nation-states, not Italy
only, but Prussia, and the disastrous pohicy of com-
promise between Liberal and Catholic 1n the treatment
of Ttaly and the Pope Louis Napoleon was once per-
suading his small son to recite one of his fables. the
child professed that he had forgotten the end of them
all ““ Then tell us the begimmng of one of them ” * I
have forgotten the begmmng.” *“ Then let us have the
mddle,” suggested the Emperor “ Mass, papa,” replied
the unfortunate child, ““ou commence un malen?”
Napoleon I was the last person in the world of whom
to ask “ Where a middle begins >’ The innocent question
epitomises the whole fatality of the second Empure.

As he frequently announced, Louis Napoleon repre-
sented the will of the people, and mn order to sustamn
his réle conseientiously he was at pains to obhterate that
will when 1t was hostile to himself He was not content
with the transportations and exles of the coup d’état,
nor was 1t only the republicans and revolutionaries (1n
prison, transported, or plotting uselessly in the cafés of
Brussels and London) that he silenced. Thus a woman
was arrested at Tours for saying that the vine-disease
was golng to break out again, the prefect on her releage
threateming her with perpetual imprisonment if she
persisted 1n spreading bad news. At the elections the
government presented 1ts own offimal candidates, paid
their expenses, and enlisted all its servants in thewr
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support. Election meetings were forbidden, and the
election was managed by the mayor (appointed by the
government) At the end of the first of the two days’
voting, the mayor, whose advancement depended upon
the success of the official candidate, would take the voting
urn home with him 1t 18 only surpmsing that under
these conditions the government ever lost an election
And, needless to say, the revolutionary i1dea found no
legitimate channel of expression The only journal per-
mutted to the opponents of the Empire was the Swcle
and the Siécle—1t was the last touch to a system half
ghoulsh, half comic-opera—was controlled by the
Emperor

Such was the offical political history of the reign, and
these were the reasons for the creation of a void 1n 1870
which first the orthodox Republic and then the so-called
Communards rushed 1n to fill As under the monarchy
of July, there are, broadly speaking, three sorts of
revolutionary First, the orthodox republicans, rehcts
of the Revolution of 1789, then the socialist partisans
of the new Revolution, many of them becommg Com-
munists under the grim mfluence of Marx , and lastly,
distingmshable from these but essentially ummportant,
those simster and unhappy figures of the underworld who
desired violence for 1ts own sake, members of secret
societies often, persomified rather than led by Blanqui,
certain to emerge 1mnto horrible notorety in the course
of a Revolution, which, whatever 1ts nature, they would
welcome but could never bring about, and as certain to
relapse mto therr proper obscurtty as soon as order of
any kind began to be restored

1De la Goree's acoount of the Sidele (Histosre du Second Empire, 3rd edn ,

1 81-84) 18 worth reading if only 85 a piece of rich and partially unconsoious
comedy
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Although only the policy of the first of these types
can strictly be called Jacobin, the distinctive Jacobin
claim for the dictatorship of a mnority might be ad-
vanced by any of them. It 1s with the revolutionary 1dea
among the socialists of the new Revolution that we are
principally concerned, and its history is sharply cut in
two, for whereas under the July monarchy the growth
of the new revolutionary idea, equally remote from the
offictal politics of the reign, was fully embodied i the
Revolution of 1848, the modification of revolutionary
thought under the second Empire finds no direct
expression 1n the confused doings of 1871 The influence
at work during the later years of the Empire 18 that of
Karl Marx and the so-called Workers’ International, but
the theory behind the Revolution of Paris in 1871 is the
theory of the Commune. Now the theory of the Com-
mune 15 directly associated with the whole of the evolving
1dea we have traced since 1'789 , foritis the theory forced
upon Paris by the victory of France over her in 1848 and
the prospect of that victory bewng repeated in 1871.
Jacobmism having been defeated in 1848, the Commune
was the form Laken by the will of Paris to dominate
France, and thus the Commune and its defeat 1s the
natural last act of the intellectual drama of which we
are spectators There perhaps for Western Europe the
transient phenomenon of Revolution ends The philo-
sophy of Marx, on the contrary, and the economuc
theories of the International, although chronologically
they fall within this period, are yet very little related
to the development we have been fracing, being rather
the germ of events which he beyond our period alto-
gether For our purpose what 1s important about Marx
18 not his influence upon the history of France, but the
influence of the history of France upon him
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This 18 1ndeed an aspect of Marx which 18 of great
significance and has been neglected The part played by
Marx in French affaus can be descubed briefly For the
German edition of the Communist Mamfesto was pub-
hshed 1n 1848, only a few days before the Revolution,
and was scarcely known to the revolutionaries of that
year, but the Provisional Government invited Marx, who
had just been bamshed from Brussels, to Paris “A fiee
France,” they said, ““ opens her gates to you” Marx,
mistaking the Revolution for the ultimate conflict of his
anticipation, betook himself to Pars and thence to
Cologne, where as editor of the Neue Rhemmsche Zestung
he published his heartless advice for “ abrdging the
hideous death agomes of society ”’ In 1849 he returned
to Pars, but though s hosts were still free 11, was
seemingly with a different brand of freedom, and they
bamshed him to a distant corner of Bnittany, whence
he soon crossed to London Here he began to work at
Capuial and here he presided over the birth of the Inter-
national

The idea of this society was concerved 1n 1862, when a
deputation of French workmen visiting the International
Exhibition 1n London foregathered with some Enghsh
workmen who advocated *“ the union of labourers among
themselves ” The exchange of 1deas, and perhaps assist-
ance, however, not sociahsm in any form, was their
object. In 1864 the ** Inteinational Association ” sprang
from these origins* “ The economical emancipation of
Labour ” was 1ts “ great aim,” but, once more, no
particular orgamsation of soclety 18 demanded Under
the influence of Marx, however, the Congresses of the
International adopted the main features of the socialism
of the Communist Manfesto, and m the last years of
the second Empire the International became a centre
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for revolutionary propaganda in Fiance The vaguer
and more 1deahst French socialism of 1848 was hardening
into the German ditll-sergeant system of Marx And yet,
as we shall see, such theory as the confused insurrection
of 1871 had time to commit 1tself to was distinctively
French, and save for one or two not very mmportant
particular measwies, the Commune owed nothing at all
to Marx Indeed, of the seventy-eight members of 1ta
Conseil général only about twenty were members of the
International. Accordingly, 1t will not be necessary to
concern ourselves at length with more than one of the
five chief theories of Marx

Historieally, mm the matenalistic interpretation of
hstory—economically, 1 1ts theory of value and 1ts
prophetic law of the concentration of capital—and philo-
sophically, for a view of human nature so childishly
mechanical that 1t out-Benthams Bentham himself, the
system of Marx has been proved false times out of
number ¥ Indeed, 1t 18 fundomentally false for 1t 1s
certainly true that society will never be regenerated as
long as 1t8 main purpose 18 the accumulation of wealth,
or until 1ts acqmsitave ympulses ave transcended by the
creative stincts and things spiritual become more
precious to 1t than things material , that 1s to say, until
the economic motive, which for Marx dominates human
nature and human history, is consigned to its proper
Insignificance.

Anyone familiar with the enduring reputation of Marx
must be astonished at the hmitations of the achievement
which earned 1t The truth 1s that Marx hives i hus fifth
doctrine, the prophecy of the inevitable success of the
coming revolution of the proletamat; and this has

1H J Lasks essny on Marx (pob Fabian Society, 1 ) 1s an admirable short
summary and aritique
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worked rather as a psychological process of suggestion
than a reasoned theory. Conflict and victory, he says,
are alike mevitable, “ Capitalism produces its own
gravedigger ” Communists have only two functions . to
prepare for the Revolution—by forming then own secret
armed force—and to consohdate it when 1t has come, by
means of a despotac dictatorship once more the Terror
18 to be wielded by a minonty ; for the end justifies the
means ; demacracy, freedom, and majority-rule are altke
lusions, and commumsts, who will always be mn
minority, cannot afford to wait for the consent of the
people Indeed, 1t would follow from Marx’ doctrine that
revolution 18 Justified in any cause 1n which the shedders
of blood bappen to believe profoundly Liberty and
equality mattered httle to Marx, the Prussian But if it
1s the chief defect of the form of society he attacked that
1t dentes liberty and equality to the mass of working
people 1t must be said that all Marz’ theories offer in
exchange 18 a bloody and prolonged revolution which,
1f successful, would perpetuate 1 an acuter form the
prineipal vices of the soctety it proposes to destroy
Beyond this dictatorship of a violent minorty Marx
did not look far Once the régime of class distinction and
individual nghts was destroyed the era of equahty, he
thought, would succeed to 1t as soon as a new psychology
had been created by the intermediate dictatorship It1s
1n this doetrine (and 1t 18 prophecy rather than doctrine)
that Marx lives. He contrived by the very confidence of
his assertion to permeate revolutionary socialism with
his own behef 1n the mevitability of the final catastrophe
of Capitahsma , and to-day thousands who are altogether
ignorant of the reasoming upon which that prophecy was
based are convinced that Marx has proved the necessary
success of the always approaching revolution Marx’
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Capital has been called the bible of the working man, but
working men have never been familiar with its chapter
and verse , only with the hope 1t sanctions of a dreadful
emancipation to come And theorists who are bitterly
opposed to every other feature in his doctrine yet acclaim
Marx as a major prophet merely because he did prophesy
Thi 3 the revolutionary Sorel, who approves httle socialist
dogma, approves Marx because he kept constantly before
the eyes of the proletariat the vague but constant ideal
of revolution which he himself has transmuted nto the
mystic doctrine of the general strike ?

Marx was a Prussian Jew He loved httle and he hated
enormously—his fellow-sociahists most of all His whole
Iife was hatred , and this alone, even if there had been
no error in his thought, condemus his system to futility.
For the salvation of mankind will never come out of hate.
This 18 & profound truth, and 1t invahdates a good deal
more than half of the revolutionary gospels Marx’
revolutionary cvil war and its enswing Terror, for
example, must 1nevitably breed, as experience has taught
our generation, precisely those passions which must be
fatal to any system of equality or brotherhood such as
he proposes to set up The destruction, however, of the
existing order was perhaps for Marx more essential even
than the establishment of the new

It was lus profound faith in the certainty of the ulti-
mate Communist Revolution which has given Marx his
power over Europe What gave Marx this confidence ?
Undoubtedly the history of France. He read there of a
violent munornity se1zing, remodelling and controlhng the
government of France 1n 1793 Indeed, 1n 1793, 1t mught
even claim to have justified 1ts usurpation. In 1830 once
more a minority presented a new government to an

1 Borel  Reflexiona sur la Violence
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uncomplaing France And in 1848 Marx himself had

geen France for some while ruled by half Paris Even

1871 did not shake his confidence Once more half Pars,

or less than half of 1%, ¢claimed to diclate the constitution

of France 1t did not succeed, but 1t mght, he thought,

have succeeded. Better fortune, a hittle more determina-

tion A fow barricades, a day or two of firing, so1t

seemed, and even & thousand or so of revolutionaries

(provided they were disciplined to the standards of a

Prussian) could impose their vision of social regeneration

upon their millions of fellow-countrymen

So 1t seemed. But how much Marx overlooked, or did

not know ! He forgot that no longer even in France was

the stampeding of the admimstration i Paris enough to

overawe the country permanently , though the days of

June, 1848, were themselves enough to prove 1t He did
not reshse that 1n the modern state the arming and
discrplined traming of a revolutionary minority, even of
a few thousands, would become mcreasmgly impossible.

Nor that, even if 1t were possible, those few thousands
would need, not merely now to eiect a score or so of
barncades, but to face a predominantly hostile army and
navy armed with engunes of modern warfare, with which
a handful of determimed men might easily erush the whole
revolutionary force and of which the revolutionaries
themselves could scaicely obtan possession without cap-
turing the national arsenals, Besides this, that handful
of men would have to guarantec the food and control
the transport system of an infinitely complex society,
and, having accomplished all this, they would in almost
all modern societies be dependent upon the benevolent
approval of the states upon which their national trade
depended

Of all this Marx was 1gnorant He had seen France
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passing from revolution to revolution, each seemung to
remodel society according to the will of & minority. He
neither reahsed the already patent, nor the imphaet,
obstacles to hus ultimate revolution And so, thanks to
a tempting musinterpretation of the history of France—
and 1793 has been too much for heads less mnflamed with
bitterness than his—Marx made that confident false
prophecy which has needlessly obsessed the imagination
of Burope ever since and to which, m the last resort,
he owes so much of his lastmg mfluence

Such was the new and external force which was to
desiccate and harden the confused and luxurious growths
of the native socialism of France The French founders
of the International, however, were not disciples of Marx,
1 their modest rooms, 44 rue des Gravilhers, they de-
bated, as students, not conspirators, the gradual and
peaceful, the all but mmperceptible, transformation of
soctety by workers’ associations: mutuellistes, they
called themselves Cautious to a fault, they were deter-
mined not to compromse themselves pohtically too
many workmen had been kalled already on the barricades
m the mterests of the liberal or republican bourgeaisie
1 future they would admit to their society only genwne
manual workers. Jacobing and commumsts ahke con-
temned these modest beginnings © “ Impenalist social-
1sm " they called 1t, affecting to see 1 the mutuellistes
the secret agents of the Empire In 1867, however, the
International began to make something like a atir, The
successtul stitke of the Paris bronze-workers of that year
was supported by contributions from the working-men
of London, Manchester, and Birmingham In November
the French society even demonstrated in the streets, and
1n 18681t was twice proceeded against by the government.
The students had become conspirators, It was in the
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same year that the Congress, at Brussels, first committed
self to State ownership of the means of production,
It 18 said that by 1870 there were seventy thousand
adherents m Paris and m all France no less than two
hundred thousand

In Apmnl, 1870, the Emperor once agan appealed by
plebuscite to France, the people was mvited to approve
the hiberal reforms of the Empire since 1860 It accorded
the requred approval by 7,358,786 votes against
1,571,939 It 18 important to examine the details of the
voting & little more closely * In the great towns—Paris,
Lyons, Marseilles, Bordeaux, Toulouse and Sant-
Etienne—the noes were 1 a large majority. And the
strongest opposition, outside the great towns, came from
the South-East and the Valley of the Rhone, 1n fact from
precisely the districts where there had been sociahst
1nsurrections after the coup d’état  Two most sigmficant
conclusions must result from these facts

Firat, the Empire had faled to solve the problem
which had confronted it from its creation Glory and
O1der had been the promises of the Napoleonic legend,
and netther had any attraction for that great industrial
population which had grown up after the creation of the
legend. Napoleon the third had spent his early years in
developing that revimion of the tradition mmfiated by
Napoleon on St Helena—a needless revision which, as
we saw, played no part 1n winmung him his throne, but
he had overlooked the only revision which could have
been of service to lum, one which might have added to
the traditional formulee some hope for the industrial
workers. And so the industrial workers remained where
they had been, excluded, nor m 1its mneteen years
had the Empire, 1n spite of 1ts sumptuous and extensive
1 For some details see do la Goroe . Hsstoire du seconl Empire, v1 114 118
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pubhe works and its partial license of workmen'’s associa-
tions, advanced & jot towards attaching them to itself
The voting on the plebiscite of 1870 13 enough to show
that the party of the new Revolution was still composed
of the same elements, and still 1mplacably hostile

But the voting has a second and an even greater sigmfi-
cance It made 1t clearer than 1t had ever been that the
will of the great towns, and particularly of Paris, was
completely divergent from that of the country districts
of France. Indeed, the results of the voting 1n Paris were
known before those of the rest of France, and the
revolutionary parties there had the additional mortifica-
tion of having the jubilation of their first successes
swamped by the overwhelming conservatism of the
peasants And hence directly springs the theory of the
Commune, which was an attempt to emancipate the
towns from the control of the countrymde The voting
on the plebiscites of the Empire underhned for the
Revolution the bhitter lesson of June, 1848 This time
Paris should not be taken unawares by France

Thus by 1870 the social Bevolution which had been
overwhelmed by France in 1848, and by Napoleon in
1851, was ready, behind the new theory of the Commune,
for another conflict by 1itself 1t could no more hope to
overthrow the Empire than by 1tself 1t could have over-
thrown the July monarchy 1n 1848, But 1f the Empire
should collapse suddenly before disaster from without,
ahetted perhaps by a general contempt such as that
which overthrew the monarchy of July, might 1t not
shoulder out the milder majority of bourgeois republ-
cans and fill the void (as the social revolutionaries had
80 nearly contrived to fill 1t 1n 1848) with 1ts own more
violent and Utopian creed ¢ So the revolutionaries began
to hope, and at least 1t was clear that 1n spite of the

M
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plebiscite the discontent was gathering ominously and
needed only now some shock to the weakening fabric of
Empire from without. The growth and nature of this
widespread discontent belongs rather to the history of
the Empire than to the history of the revolutionary idea

ureverence had been contagious since the relaxation 0%
the Press Laws in 1887, taking shape now i the scurmlous
witticisms of Rochefort’s La Lanterne,! now m Erckmann
and Chatrian’s laborious review of the first Empire from
the sordid underside of the conscript and the casuslty
hst, while the msubordinates of the Chamber had grown
from the 1mmpotent ** Five  who faced the serried ranks
of government nominees 1n the muzzled Chamber of 1857
to the famous hundred and mxteen who sgned the
demand for accelerated reform in 1869 The Republie,”
wrote the sociahst, Malon, m November, 1869, “1s
moyally proclaimed * And 1t 18 not too much to say that
from the summer of 1869 the Empire was spintually
dead ; it awaited only the coup de grdce to 1ts materal

1 Wiiters who refer to Rochefort confine themaolves with curious regularity
to do la Goree's few quatations from him (and these como almost all from
Rochefort's first number) But la Lanierre oan be recommended as the
most excellent reading throughout The following are two good exsinples
of hus bittor, allusive manner in afe less scurrilous vem —

“ Monday, August 10 Beventy-eight years ago to day at this very
hour the people was plundering the Tuwileries To day 1t 18 exactly the

reverse
And agan (he complains of having been accused of *‘systematic opposttion”
with somo plensant sllusiona to the Mexican xmbrogho, written in 1868

“ My oppomtion 18 syatematio, Iadmit, but, to be fair,s018 the sdrurstion
of the Constututionnel

« As long 85 Bo many of our great men systemotioally pooket 260 to
300,000 francs a year

“ As long as M_Rouher systematioally maintana thet the Mexcan
expedition 18 thy great inspiration of the roign {not of Maximihan's
reign, of couree) ,

“ As long in faot as the country seems to me to get on systematically
bedly, I shall systematianlly reiterate that it doesn’t get on well

* When Cortez (one of the thousand and one conguerors of Mexico
who hns subsequently been superseded by brigands) stretohed the
favourite of Guatimozin on & white hot grid iron, he probably com
plaied of the unhappy Aztec's protests ot bemg Toasted es* systematio
opposition ' to himaelf
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structure The coup de grdce was being busily prepared
mn Bethn

The end, when 1t came, came with merciful rapadity
On July 14th, 1870, France declared war on Prussa
On September 2nd the Emperor and 80,000 Frenchmen
gurtendered to von Moltke at Sedan On September 3rd
the news was known 1n Paris, and on September 4th the
people of Pans proclaimed the Republic, This was the
Revolution of 1870 There had been no resistance No
one Jaid down his hfe for the Empire

Once more the Republic had returned, and with 1t the
logical fulfilment of the old Revolution ; and once more
1t was a Conservative Republic But, hke the Republic
of 1848, 1t had still to survive the assault of the new
Revolution.

The Provisional Government formed on September 4th
assumed the title ot *“ Government of National Defence
Under General Trochu it remained i Pars through the
siege, sending a delegation to Tours to govern the rest
of France. On January 28th, 1871, Paris had capitulated,
an armistice was signed, imposing on France a general
peace on Prussia’s conditions m order to obviate m the
mterests of Parns the probable rigowis of a peace made
with the capital alone. A National Assembly was to be
elected, and the National Assembly would choose be-
tween peace and war This Assembly was elected on
February 8th Its majonity was monarchist and in favour
of peace, and on Febiuary 17th 1t proceeded to elect
Thiers dictator by acclamation , for Thiers had opposed
the later foreign policy of the second Empire and after
September 4th had declared for peace rather than the
now hopeless war On February 28th Thiers submitted
to the Assembly the terms of the peace he had discussed
with Bismarck since Febiuary 19th The Assembly,
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sitting at Bordeaux, accepted them, although they n-
cluded the cession of Alsuce-Lorraine and the entry of
the Prussian srmy into Pars Immediately Pans 10ge,
Throughout the siege of Paris a minority of republicans
had not, eeased to hope, remembermg 1793, the Committes
of Public Safety and the levée en masse, for a national
effort which would even yet save France from the
Prussians. To many of them Trochu, governor of Pams,
and the chiefs of the National Defence had seemed
cowardly, if not treacherous; the national effort, which
they awaited, did not come
“ s Pans, for which Hoche, Marcean, Kleber
would have been neither too young. nor too faithiul,
nor tco pure, had for generals the residue of the
Ewmpire and Orleanism . In their pleasant mti-
macy they made much fun of the defence ”
So wrote Tissagaray, apologist and eye-witness of the
Commune. And to this cowardice of the defence was
added now the undoubted hostility to Pams of the
majority of the newly-elected assembly which established
itself not at Pans, but at Versailles, abolished the
moratorum on rent and other obligations aceumulated
during the siege, appomted an unpopular commander to
the National Guard, and cut off 1ts pay. So France, 1t
seemed, which had conquered Paris and the economc
Revolution 1 the bloody street-fighting of 1848 and had
swamped with her apathy the protest of the Pamsians
and the revolutionaties m the plebiserte of 1870, this
France of the *‘ brutal rurals ” (the words are Lissa-
garay’s) was once again to betray the country and to
betray 1t this time not only to the possessing classes bus
to the Prussians ? Pans stiuck quekly. In February had
been formed a “ central commuttee ” of the National
Guard, which proposed to concern self not merely with
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the affairs of the National Guard but with the safety of
the Republic On March 10th this committee refused to
surrender the cannon of the National Guard, and on the
18th the troops sent by the Versailles government to
retake them were repulsed and the ** central committee ™
established 1tself at the Hatel de Ville France settled
down to besiege Paris before the observant Prussians
The Revolution of 1871 had begun

Eight days later, on March 26th, was elected the
Council Gereral of the Commune of Paris—with a large
majority for the recent Revolution. The Council General
assumed the government of Pars, but the central com-
mittee of the National Guard did not dissolve , and 1t 1s
this twofold and somewhat indeter unate authority
which 18 known as ““ the Commune ” Necessanily the
mgredients of the Commune were heterogeneous Of the
seventy-eight members whe sat mn the Council General
about twenty only could be said to be orthodox Marxians
of the International, though there was a tail of vaguer
sociahists whose intellectual or1ging were 1n 1848 , about
twenty more were followers of Blanqui, 1nevitable pro-
ducts of violence who considered violent revolution a
good 1 1tgelf and aimed at no preciser consummation ;
and the 1est weie Jacobins of the tradition of 1793,
without precise economic theories but dreaming patriotic-
ally of the Terror and the levée en masse The men who
made up the “ Commune ”” were thus of many sorts,
they weie not all for the econome Revolution and would
have quarrelled unappeasably as to therr social policy
had they ever been 1n a position Lo enforce one But upon
one thing they were 1n substantial agreement—the
principle of the Commune And the prineiple of the
Commune was the indispensable prelmnary to the new
Revolution
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As we hove seen over-

France, the ;ﬂdltl(,)lfll(lzlﬂlviilé) TePOtndemnce oF pons 1n
; part 1s greater than the
whole, was much older than the Revolution For more
than one century Paus had absorbed the mtellectyal life
of I'rance as the intellectual life of England could nof
coneeivably be absotbed by London We have watehed
Paris muling world-history 1n 1789 while France looked
on, passive if expectant  Indeed, the hegemony of Pans
was only seriously questioned in the early months of the
Convention, and the catastrophe ot those who questioned
1t was 1upid and complete It was not till 1848 that
France fitst met and woisted her own capital Unluckly
the pohitical differences of the stiange disputants did not
abute under the second Empire  as we have seen, they
weie already fluring up anew with the plehiscite of 1870.
Indeed, with the recent growth of the industrial centres,
1t becomes more accurate now to speak not so much of
the political antagomsm between France and Paris as of
the social antagonusm between the great towns and the
country districts Lissagaray’s *“ brutal rmals ” 1s the
bitter c1y of the Communard, and 1n 1871 the proclama-
tion of the Commune 1n Pails was imitated m Lyons,
St. Btienne and Creuzol as well as 1n Marseilles, Toulouse

and Narboune
The dispute, although an issue now between great
towns and countryside rather than between capital and
nation, remained tundamentally unchanged Was the
countryside majortty to be dictated to by the urban
minorities 2—gsuch was the quairel still, but its com-
plexion had been altered by the industrial Revolution
It was not now merely a question between an “advanced”
politically conscious Pans and an apathetic France the
new industriahsm had made a new division 1n the national
Iife, had given to the town workers a new and bitter
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grievance, a distinctive and urgent interest Beneath 1ts
crude excesses the tragedy of the Commune, and the
theory of the Communards, were in effect no more than
the clear statement for the first time in France—and a
statement the more bitter for ils unnaturally long
suppression by the second Empire—of the principal
problem of our day, the problem of the soul of man under
the industrial system Not that the Commune made any
gerious attempt to grapple with economic problems, 1t
was too bugy fighting * but the bulk of the Communards
had realised that the mewitable prelimnary to any
solution of industrial discontents must be some re-
organisation of the polhtrcal system which could free the
industrial populations of the great towns to work out
their own salvation without being outvoted by rural
majorities ignorant of thewr pecuhar discontents In
other words, the system of the Commune was to be the
forerunner of the now receding economic Revolution .
1848 had shown that wathout some such preparation the
economne revolution was foredoomed And so once more,
as 1 1798, Paris was attempting a re-interpretation of
democracy But this time the dictatorship of the minority
was clearly to pursue the interests of the mmorty ; 1t
had no longer the justification of 1793—that 1ts supreme
and only purpose was the salvation of the pairie en
danger

To free Paris, and the great towns, from the country-
side—clearly then this was the purpose of the Commune
At present the government controlled the countryside
and the countryside the towns. There was only one
solution—to reduce to the barest possible mimmum the
exaggerated centrahsation which endured as the legacy
of the ancien régyme and the first Napoleon, and to leave
to local bodies not only full powers of self-admimstration
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but the nght of social self-development and self-
organsation  In other words, France must become a
federation of autonomous communes. And this is the
meaumng of the Communard theory 1n one at least of 1t
tw o unpects, and Pars in 1871 was claiming from France
t.h‘ut, federation which i 1793 had been (through the
tarondins) her Intterest charge against France. This
federutiom of self-govermng umts was at least the promd
Jaere motive of the Communards of Pars ; and 1n so far
Paris might appeur the beneficent hberator of France.
“Purws,” writes Ligsagaray of the proclamation of the
Commune, " broke the thousand fetters which bound
France down to the giound . . restored the cireulation
to her paralysed hmbs; said, ‘the hfe of the whole
nation exists m each of her smallest orgamsms, the
umty of the hive, and not that of the baracks’” Such
was the hiberator's réle adopted by Paris at the outset
of her adventure and the mamiesto of Apml 19th
particuloiises the ““ mherent nghts ” of every Commune,
These include voie of the communal budget , local taxa-
tion , control of local education and police ; choice and
control of the magistracy , apd complete mdividual
hberty and rights of public meeting , control of urban
defence and National Guard. With such full powers
surely the mdividual commune mght work out 1ts own
salvation 2

But the ultimate aim of Paris was in fact something
quite other than the independence of all the local umts
of France, and beneath its superfical appearance of
federalism the theory led quite logically, and only by a
different path, to the familiar conclusion—the despotism
of Paris For the villages and the smaller towns of France
were (and indeed remain) notoriously incompetent to
trapsact the most everyday local business France has
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> had a traiming n local self-government, and the
two years of the Revolution of 1789, as we have
had been by themselves sufficient to demonstrate
bgurdity of the complete local autonomy which had
of France a mere poussiére tourbillonnanie To 1n-
the countryside of France 1n such a federation of
endent unmits could only have meant 1ts subordina-
0 the great cities, and primanly to Pans, instead
the centraliged government And this 1s the second
he truer aspect of the theory of the Commune.
ath their seductive talk of the “ inherent mghts
ery commune this was, no doubt, or became as
nstances forced ite necessity upon them, the
tive of the majority of Communards. the * brutal
17 were once more to be relegated to then proper
Lissagaray’s comment upon the mamfesto of
19th 18 sigmficant of the real meaning of the
ment.
‘ According to this text, every locahty was to shut
lf up within 1ts autonomy. But what to expect of
onomy in Lower Brittany, in mne-tenths of the
mnch communes .. ? No! Thousands of mutes
1 blind are not fitted to conclude a social paet.
rak, unorganised, bound by a thousand trammels,
people of the country can only be saved by the towns,
i the people of the towns gusded by Paris ™
comment represents what was increasmgly the
nant motave of the Communards, and 1n any case
have been the mmevitable consequence of the apph-
n of their theory—the revived despotism of Paris.
sh 18 the essential import of the tumultuous gesture
1 we call the Commune , forits theory was infimtely
sgmficant than 1ts practice Indeed 1ts practical
vements are neghgble : for it spent its time fighting
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and had little time for legislation, and 1 suffered more-
over from the poor quality of the members elected to the
Council, violent talkers rather than men of expenence
Of the ten * commissions” nto which the Council
divided 1tself the Commussion of Labour and Exchange
18 the most 1mportant, 1f only because 1t was the Com-
mussion of Labour and Exchange which attempted some
ruchimentary socialist legislation The suppression of
pawnshops, the abolition of fining by stoppage of wages
by employers, and of mght work among bakers, the
return of deserted workshops to co-operative societies of
workmen, and an elementary labour exchange were all
projected or attempted, and the Commission commenced
an investigation 1nto the system by which government
contracts went to the lowest tender, usually, as 1t believed,
made possible by reducing not profits but wages There
1s nothing very revolutionary about this, and the Com-
mission of Labour and Exchange was practically the only
commission which achieved any legislation at all  of the
rest the Commussions of War, Public Safety, the Exterior,
Education, and Justice vared only between total and
all but total futibty ; that of the municipal services
functioned normally by normal methods and only that
of Fmance 1mprovised with genuine abihty The Com-
mune was revolutionary not because of what 1t did but
because of whati 1t claimed.

Yor two months the Revolution of Paris mamtained
itself desperately against 1ts besiegers, beneath the
cymeal observation of the Prussians who held the ring
i the nterests of Thiers. On the whole during these
months the Commune was surprisingly guiltless of excess
But by May 21st the army of Versailles had forced 1ts
way mto Paris and there followed a hideous week of
bloodshed 1n the streets, during which the Communards
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in the desperation of defeat shot a number of their
hostages and set fire to the districts captured by the
Versailles troops By the 28th all was over guns,
cartridge boxes and uniforms litterled the gutters of the
poorer quarters, while in the doorways sat stony-eyed
women waiting chin on hand for the men who would not
come back and elsewhere more elegant Parisiennes
could be seen trilling with excited laughter as they raised
the covermg with the tip of their parasols and peered at
the faces of the dead. The vengeance of the party of
Order was comprehensive and very dreadful, more
dreadful than the vengeance of the Revolution had ever
been, even 1n 1793, the shooting of men, women and
children in hundreds and without trial was & massacre,
not an execution, and not a few of the vietims were
buried before they were dead The details of the savagery
read strangely hlre those of the atrocities reported of the
Germans 1n Belgium 1n 1914 Trials, where they took
place, were travesfies as horrible as those of 1793, A
certain Moihn was condemned, ag his judges nformed
him, “ not that he had committed any act that merited
death, but because he was a chief of the socialist party,
one of those men of whom a prudent and wise govern-
ment must r1d 1tself when 1t finds a legitimate occasion ”

All over Pars huge piles of corpses encumbered the
streets and powoned the air The cemeteries of Paris
could not receive a tithe of the butchered. Enormous
ditches at Pére Lachaise, Montmartre and Mont-Parnasse
and the trenches of the first siege at Charonne and else-
where absorbed the unhonoured corpses, while women,
widows and mothers, peered hopelessly among them for
the dead that had been theirs When the task of bunal
became too onerous the corpses were burnt i the open
air It seers probable that 20,000 were killed during the
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few weeks immediately following the victory. The figure
18 unparalleled, in modern European history almost
ummaginable And the martyrdom of the prisoners was
more dreadful than that of the executed: there were
probably between 40,000 and 50,000 of them, and
among them more than a thousand women and seventy
children under fourteen, and the barbamty of therr
treatment can be matched only i the East, one must
look to the Black Hole of Caleutta or to some of the
Armenian massacres for an approach to the brutal
savageries of the conquerors Twenty-two courts-martial
sat until 1876, trymng the prisoners of the Commune,
Perbaps of their sentences execution was to be dreaded
less than the death m lhfe of transportation to the
Antipodes.

The cruelties of which man 1s capable are a perpetual
mazvel © none the less nothing i history, not even the
Terror, prepares one for the fate met by Frenchmen ab
the hands of Frenchmen m 1871, the age of Gladstone,
the year 1n which Lowe was creating a sensation in
England by proposing the taxation of lucifer matches
It was a party of women, dying of thirst, who were forced
by their fellow countrymen to drink from 2 pond red
with the blood of their own people. It was by their own
countrymen that prisoners were piled for twenty-four
hours, and longer, at a time 1n stifling cattle-waggons
without ventilation or drink or room to stir, and 1t was
therr own countrymen who, when the cries from the
waggons grew too loud, fired at random 1nto the mass
of humanity within. Such was the vengeance of the
possessing classes upon the dispossessed, of the old
1 See Lissagaray on the massacres, and the inferno of the prisonera Lissagaray

of course 13 & partisan, but his evidence 18 convinomng Gereral Appert,

at the head of military justice, sadmitted 17,000 viotims and 38,608
Prisoners
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Revolution upon the new, of the provinces upon Paris;
1ts detaals do not, ke those of the Terror, find their way
mnto history, but they repay some examination, most
dreadful among all the dreadful annals of Revolution

The new Revolution had lost its leaders with a great
part, and that the most active, of its rank and file
Once more 1t passes from sight , and when 1t reappears—
beyond the range of our present purpose—it reappears
1n the new guise of syndicalism, still theoretic rather than
practical, touched still, as the Reflexions sur la wolence
of Sorel, 1ts philosopher, hears witness, with something
of the tradition of the terrorist and the 1dealogue. The
dreadful story of 1871 1s the last act of the drama of
which we have been spectators Once more the Revolu-
tion of 1789 affirms 1tself as the permanent settlement of
France against the challenge of the new Revolution. And
here too, at least for France and England, the lustory of
violent revolution seems toend It1s possible that a great
mulitary defeat, as with Germany in 1918, a great famme
or pestilence, may yet bring about a social upheaval
Apparently, too, mankimd does not outgrow violence ;
none the less and in spite of recent happenings in Ireland
or Italy all the evidence seems to show that an orgamsed
Revolution to change the constitution of society 1s not
likely to ocour and if 1t occurs cannot succeed. Such
changes can be effected only by majorities, and majorities
have usually other means of enforcing their desires I say
“usually” for 1t 1s always concervable that the majority
of a nation might desire a change 1n the economic struc-
ture of society which a small, economically powerful
minonity was able to prevent In which event we should
see once more the Revolution of a majority



CHAPTER IX
CONCLUSION

THERE are then two French Revolutions The first—
which had spent both 1ts aggressive and 1ts constructive
force by 1814, but which includes the conservative nsmg
of 1830 and subsists thereafter as a conservative force—
achieved a gigantic result, nothing less than the per-
manent remaking of France , and 1t achieved it probably
with the mfliction of no more suffering than was csused
by the government’s suppression of the brief xevolt of
the Communards m 1871 The second Revolution—
which was crushed m 1848 and agam 1n 1871—at great
cost achieved no postive results at all. What does this
acute contrast teach us as to the natwe of Revolutions?

And, first, 1t 15 worth while to notice that the opimons
popularly held and the conclusions popularly drawn m
England concermng the two Revolutions are on the
whole the precise contrary to the truth The “ average,
unphilosophic man ” supposes that the fist, the great,
Revolution accomplished httle or nothing ab a vast
expense of blood and misery And the explanation of
lus error 18 not dufficult It 13 due 1n the first place to a
natural misunderstanding of the rdle of the first Bona-
parte. To the unreflecting spectator the Revolution, in
accepting a Csar, may excusably appear to have been

’ 174
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unconditionally surrendering, where 1n truth, as we have
seen, 1t was but welcoming for 1ts own purposes a great
servant who would pursue its own ends The Empure,
a3 we have seen, was nothing more nor less than the final
stage of the Revolution And, secondly, the popular
misjudgment 18 due to the literary, often propagandist,
representation of the Terror For the Terror has long
since passed from the domain of history to that of hitera-
ture. The romantic possibilities for a certamn type of
fiction-maker of the drama of arstocrat and sansculotte
are too great . and, needless to say, the sansculotte 1s
not 1ts hero How many moving (and imaginative) pic-
tures are there not of human tragedy under the first
Terror? Is there one of human tragedy under the
Terror of 1871 ¢

These two musconceptions of Bounaparte and of the
Terror, I think, largely explain the popular misconcep-
tions of the great Revolution And yet, 1n spite of this
complete miscalculation of 1ts success and cost the
‘ average, unphilosophic man "’ does none the less sup-
pose that French history has somehow proved the terrible
ease with which Revolutions may be made and may
succeed This 18 indeed the second great popular error
of which I spoke. Its explanation 1s not difficult All the
three French Revolutions of the nineteenth century, 1830,
1848, end 1870—and we might count them five rf we
chose to include 1n our reckonmng the events of 1814 and
1815—involved the overthrow of a reigning house, while
the fourth Revolution, that of 1871, seen at a distance,
appeared hittle more than the aftermath of 1870 Now
to Enghsh eyes nothing appears more catastrophic than
the expulson of a sovereign dynasty, and 16 1s easy to
understand how the history of France m the mneteenth
century came to be thought of as an apotheoss of facile
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and suceessful rovolution-making Even to-day, mdeed,
this misjudgment contributes to the strange dlB:]metlfd’
revived by the successful Russian Revolution n Wester_z
countries where conditions do not remotely resemble
those of Russia. We have thus the cur

. ious pomtion that
by the unreflecting the history of France 1s wrongly

supposed to prove the continued possthibity of successtul
Revolution and that this proof 1s found not 1n the
Revolution which did in fact succeed but 1n those which
in fact did not,.

Such then, n parentheais, are the two erroneons but
popular opimone concerming the French Revolutiong
What lesson are we ourselves to draw? And here we
must return to our contrast between the sucoess of the
firat, and the failure of the second, revolutionary move-
ment What essential difference 1n character or circum-
stances accounts for their difference in result? And n
answering this question we ought to come to some con-
clusion aas to the possibilities of Revolution m other
countries

In the first place the Revolution of 1789 was per-
manently successful because 1t was national, whereas the
attempts at economic Revolution i 1848 and 1871 were
the efforts of a small mimonty. It is perfectly true that
during a phase of the first Revolution, for more than two
years, let us say, from 1792 to 1794, T'rance was ruled
agalnst its inclination by a minority, and that this pro-
longed and successful minority-rule was possible in the
France of 1792 with 1ts undeveloped communications
and was not possible in the more haghly orgamsed France
of 1848 or 1871, with 1ts more elaborate system of com-
munications. But although lack of commumecations and
political apathy made minority rule possible for & while
in 1792, nothing but the assent of the great majority of
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the nation could have made the results achieved by the
Revolution permanent The dictatorship of a minority
was not possible at all 1n 1848, still less 1n 1871 1t was
only possible for a hmmted peniod even 1n 1792, and then
principally because of the imminent penl of conquest
by foreign mvaders when that peril had receded, the
dictatorship of the minority collapsed

The first Revolution was successful, that 1s to say, 1t
effected great and permanent changes, because such
changes were desired by the majouty of the nation
Before 1789 the great majority of the nation—broadly
speaking, the whole of the middle classes and the peasants
—degired either the re-orgamsation of government or the
destruction of feudalism (the two great ends of which we
have spoken as Order and Equality) or both By 1814
these two purposes had been achieved —the middle classes
had received strong and efficient government and the
career open to talent, and as for the peasants, they had
been liberated from the overwhelming burden of feudal-
1sm and had got possession of the land The nation as a
whole thankfully assented to these profound modifica-
t1ons of the structure of national hie It was, necessarily,
the activity of a mmonity which accomphshed them, but
they could have been accomplished only with difficulty,
and could not have endured at all, without the consent
of the vast majority of the people of France This s the
one ultimate reason why the first Revolution was success-
ful. And this great fact too, the assent of France,
stultifies the partial but too common picture of the
Revolution which concentrates all attention upon the
cruelties of the Terror or the obscure undercurrents of
revolutionary plotting The first Revolution was the
work of France , that 1s at once 1ts justification and the
cause of 1ts success

N
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.Another cause of that success—or 1t may be con-
sidered another aspect of the same canse—which likemse
differentiates the first Revolution from the second 1
that, faking the Revolution as a whole, 1t was a move‘-
ment which had grown slowly through many years, The
Revalution, as 1 have shown, was m being long before
1789 Tts “ outbreak ” m that year was not due to the
fallible decision of a handful of conspirators but to the
inscrutable provision 1 circumstances of an outlet for
explosion, which, had circumstances fallen otherwise,
mght have come sooner or later, but i any event must
have come

Tt was otherwise with the second Revolution—of 1848
and 1871, the economic Revolution (for both, as I have
sa1d, were social Revolutions). Very strikngly this was
the Revolution of a minonty, a munortty even of Parig
France, with its highly centralised government, 1ts con-
centration of pohitical and imtellectual hife in the capital,
and 1t8 tradition of provincial apathy, was the most
susceptible of highly organised states to a munomty
Revolution, But even i France neither rising was able
to do more than maintain itself precariously for a few
weeks. How much less could 1t have effected any lasting
modification of the sacial structure ! The accident that
thres times a reigning dynasty fell unresisting was not
strictly the work of the revolutionaries Twice the
economic Revolution did 1ts best to seize power 1n order
to remodel society, and twice 1t faled, Some of the
reasons why 1n a ughly organised soctety the Revolution
of & minority must always fail I have enumerated n
disoussing the prophecy of Marx These reasons sre
imphicit 1n modern society, and may be studied there in
detail, Some of them have become apparent 1n the course
of our sketeh, but in this matter of the possihiity of
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minority Revolutions the clearest lesson taught by 1t is
0 be learnt from the wider fact that for a highly eivilised
society France mn the mineteenth century offered unex-
ampled opportunities for a suceessful minority Revolu-
tion and yet always the minority Revolution failed
What would be the prospects of success in a modern
state of Revolution by a majority 18 another and a deeper
problem, and I express no opinion upon 1t here

In presenting 1n bare outline the succeeding phases of
the revolutionary 1dea I have been at no pains to pass
moral judgments upon 1t And yet incidentally [ have
drawn attention to the possibility of wrong judgments
The most fertile source of misjudgment, as we saw, 1a the
unphulosophic view which understands by the French
Revolution the history of France during the years over
which the Revolution extends It 1s easy enough with
guch presumptions to present the Revolution as culpable
out of all semblance to truth The Terror, with such
presumptions, becomes a vast crime (though even so no
vaster than that of 1871). But not more than half the
responsibibity for the Terror belongs to the true Revolu-
tion, to the national will, that 1a, for certain changes and
the effort to achieve them Again, I have noticed here
and there a few of the imevitable neptitudes of any
attempt to present the Revolution, mn all 1ts phases, as
the bhnd struggle of dupes 1mpelled all unknowing by a
bidden but permanent conspiracy to ** destroy civihisa-
tion . but such a view, with the estimate 1t imples
of ordinary humamty, and 1ts blindness to the over-
whelming debt of the civilisation of Europe to-day to
this very Revolution, needs 1n truth no detailed exposure
Any unprejudiced account of the ongins of the revolu-
flonary 1des must be 1ts refutation

Lastly 1t 1s worth while to notice that the Revolutions
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of the nineteenth century in the other countries of
Europe were not of the same kund as those of France
although particularly 1n 1848 they followed themr Frenc];
predecessor with cuious celerity, and although at the
time many Fiench revolutionaries mustook them for
mmitations. The first Fiench Revolution has had an
altogether incaleulable eftect upon pohitical thought and
practice all over Burope, and far more effect there than
1t has ever produced 1n England It was unque in that
1t was not only national but international the deputies
0 the Constituent Assembly felt themselves representa-
tives not of France only but mankind  And yet, although
the French Revolution has in vaiying degrees become
part of every civihised state, there has been no European
Revolution of the same nature It was not needed Some
of the work done 1n France by the Revolution was done
upon the continent of Burope by the Napoleonic armies
of occupation or by the Napoleome Empire which
destroyed the ancien régmme far beyond the boundaries
of France The rest was accomphished at other times and
in other ways or has not yet been accomphshed at all
As for the second, the economic Revolution, the objects
at which 1t aimed are puisued m all European countries
but there has been no genwune attempt at a violent
economic Revolution outside France! Outside France
the Revolutions of the mmneteenth century were erther
merely hberal, like that of Span 1n 1820, or merely
nationahst, like those of Greece n 1821 or Lombardy n
1848, or both together hike those in Germany m 1848.
Socialist thought 1n England and Germany did not lag
‘behind that of France, but i France Socialism found
both the revolutionay temperament and two Revolu-
tions ready made for its explortation. And hence the

11n this connection Rusaia 13 not a European country
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nuuque character of Brench istory, Socialst thought
hag followed n other countries very much the mes
which it followed 1 France, and he mistake hag heen
too commonly made of supposing that other countres
must necessartly shate also the revolutionary hsfory
whuch for & while accompamed 1t 1 France. There ml
b Revolutions agaun only tf the condstions of the France
of 1789 are reproduced  Ouly, that 15 to ey, if the
mejonity of  nation needs and desres a change and o
priileged mumonty 18 able to prevent that change from
being brought sbout by eonstitutionsl or peaceful
tmethods.
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Strike of Pans bronze workera

The Laberal Empire

Apnl  Plebwscite

July 14 France declares war on Prussia

Sept 2 Sedan

Sept ¢ Proclamation of the Republic

Jan 28 Capitulation of Pars

Feb 8 Hlection of National Assembly

Feb 17 Election of Thiers as chctator

March 10 Central Committee of National Guard refuscs to
surrender 1ts cannon

March 18 Insurrection of the Commune

March 26 Election of the Consell Général of the Commune

May 21-28 Btreet fighting

Suppression of the Commune.



INDEX

Acton, Lord, 10
Aix-le-Chapelle, 53
Albert, 138

Anselme, 74

Aulard, 32, 40, 41, 57, 69

Babwuf, 59, 118, 126, 127, 128

Balzac, 112

Barbés, 138

Barnave, 8

Barras, 113

Barrot, 130

Bastille, the, 1, 24, 25, 85

Bazard, 121, 122

Bentham, 155

Blane, Loms, 118, 119, 121,
126-130, 133, 135, 138, 139,
140, 141

Blanqu, 138, 140, 152, 165

Bodeau, 16

Bonald, 90-93

Bourgeors, 71

Brissot, 40, 42

Buchez, 118, 120, 126

Buonarou.,, 60, 126, 127, 128

Burke, 44

Buzot, 41

(abet, 118, 120, 126, 127
Campenella, 122

(azlyle, Thomas, 26
Castmar-Pénier, 111
Cavaignac, 100, 146, 147

Charles X, 82, 79, 103-106

Chateaubrand, 96, 97, 100, 104,
113

Chaumette, 58

Cochin, 50

Cole, G D H, 47

Condoreet, 2, 17, 44

Corday, Charlotte, 83

Cousin, 105

Custline, 7¢

Danton, 43, 50, 53

de Berni, Due, 102

de Broghe, Due, 139

Decazes, 99, 100, 101

de la Croix, 93

de la Goree, 152

de la Marck, 27, 35

de Ja Rividre, Mercier, 7, 15

de la Sarthe, Levasseur, 42

de Maistre, 83, 90-93

de Provence, Comte, 35

de Rochefort, H , 162

de Séchelles, H , 41

Desmoulims, Camille, 31

Dessolles, 101

de Thionville, Merhin, 75, 118

de Tocqueville, 1, 2, 9, 10, 12,
110, 112, 115, 116, 133, 134,
138, 149, 143, 144, 145

Diderot, 40

Dumas, 112

Dumourez, 53

169



'

190
Enfantin, 121, 122

Fénélon, 11

Flocon, 138

Pouquier, Tinville, 49
Fourler, 118, 119, 120, 127
France, Anatole, 22

Gladstone, 172
Guizot, 93, 101, 105, 111, 112,
117, 131, 133

Hébert, 58

Heine, 129, 131
Hoche, 164

Hugo, Victor, 93, 110

Isnard, 42

Janet, 122
Jemmapes, 74

Kléber, 164

Lafayette, 28, 35, 36, 100

Lafitte, 113

Lomartine, 40, 93, 112, 119,
121, 130, 133, 136, 137, 138,
140, 141, 146 °

Lomnmenas, 90-93

Lanjuinas, 34, 35

Law, 13

Lecarpentier, 78

Le Chapelier, 60

Ledru-Rollin, 147

Leroux, 118, 120, 126

Y.etronne, 15

Lissagarny, 164, 166, 168, 169,
172

Lows X1V, 7, 10, 74

Lows XV, 10, 71

Lows XVI, 10, 14, 29, 31, 34,
43, 77, 97

Lows XVIII, 23, 89, 93-103,
105, 124

Lowms Phihwppe, 106-114, 132-136
Loustallot, 34

THE REVOLUTIONARY IDEA

Louvet, 40
Lowe, 172

Malesherbes, 10

Malon, 162

Manuel, 100

Marat, 42, 43, 45, 88
Marceau, 164
Martignac, 103, 106
Marx, 162, 153-169, 178
Mehemet Al 114
Meillan, 40

Mirabeau (the elder), 15
Mirabeau, 6, 26-38, 39, 124
Mouilin, 171

Moore, John, 41

More, Suir T, 122
Mounier, 28

Murray, Prof G, 83

Napoleon I, 27, 31, 62-64, 69-71,
75-76, 79-80, 81-82, 87, 93-06,
113, 138, 160, 167, 174, A75,
180 7

Napoleon III, 148-163/

Napoleon, Prince, 113

Necker, 6, 10

Neerwinden, 53

QOwen, Robert, 115

Palmerston, 127

Plato, 122, 126

Polignac, 106

Pope, the, 31, 151
Proudhon, 118, 119-120, 126

Quesnay, 156

Raynal, 72

Richeheu, 72

Richelien, Due de, 101, 103

Robespierre, 48, 49, b5, 56-69,
61, 62, 91, 113

Roland, 40, 73

Roussean, 8, 16, 17, 29, 30, 31,
33, 41, 65, 72, 75, 90-93

Royer-Collard, 97, 99, 101



INDEX 191

Saint-Simon, 118, 119, 120, 121,
122-126, 128

Sedan, 161

Sore), 157, 173

Sue, Eugéne, 112

Thierry, 93

Thiers, 134, 136, 163, 170

Thureau-Dangin, 118, 120, 122,
128, 129

Trochu, 163, 164

Turgot, 10, 15, 17, 29, 66

Valmy, 73, 74, 91
Vallele, 103, 105, 114
Voltaire, 17, 90

Von Moltke, 163

Webster, Mess N H, B9, 71, 77,
117, 118, 122, 136

Weishaupt, 119

Wells, H G, 124

Young, Arthur, 21



